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SECTION I

ARTICLE 1:  MEETINGS

The Board shall have at least two (2) meetings per year – a fall meeting which will include an open meeting and spring meeting which will be a closed meeting held in conjunction with the NYS Cadet/Junior Freestyle and Greco-Roman Championships.  Optional meetings may be called by the State Chairman.  For all State Board meetings, members must be notified prior and a quorum must be present.

ARTICLE 2:  FINANCES

Programs of New York – USA Wrestling, Inc. are financed by competitive memberships, club memberships, and State Tournaments as well as the solicitation of donations and any other legal means to raise funds to support our programs.  

ARTICLE 3:  AMENDMENTS

The constitution can be amended only at the Fall meeting of the Board, at which a quorum is present.  A quorum consists of a majority of the voting members of the  Board.  The amendment must receive at least a two-thirds (2/3) vote of those present.  The by-laws can be amended by a majority of the Board at a State meeting with the above quorum.  All proposed Amendment and By-Law changes must be submitted to the members of the Board not later than thirty days prior to the scheduled meeting.  

SECTION II

ARTICLE 1:  EXECUTIVE BOARD

The Executive Board is the governing body of New York – USA Wrestling, Inc. and will approve or disapprove all policy decisions recommended by the State Board by majority vote.  Policy will be set by a majority of the Executive Board.  The National office will provide guidelines in policy matters pertaining to membership.

ARTICLE 2:  EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS

The Executive Board is made up of the ten (10) Sectional chairman and the State Chairman.  Each Sectional Chairman or officially recognized proxy will have one (1) vote, with ties broken by the State Chairman.

ARTICLE 3: STATE BOARD 


The State Board is the working body of New York – USA Wrestling, Inc. and will make all recommended policy decisions to the Executive Board after agreeing by majority vote to do so.  Between Board meeting the NY-USA Wrestling resolution committee may temporarily make policy decisions, subject to full Board approval at the next scheduled Board meeting, all as outlined in Section V, Article 2.

ARTICLE 4: STATE BOARD MEMBERS

a. The voting members shall be:  State Chairman, State Treasurer, State Secretary, State Membership Director, State Coach, State Open Director, State Junior Director, State Cadet Director, State Kids Director, State Mat Officials Director, State Pairing Director, Cultural Exchange Director, State Women’s Director, State Fund Raising Director, and the ten (10) Sectional Chairmen.  Each member is entitled to one vote.  (24 members)

b. The State Chairman votes only to break ties.

c. The non-voting members of the Board are:  Vice Chairman, Legal Representative, Media Director, the ten (10) Sectional Cadet/Junior Directors, and the ten (10) Sectional Kids Directors. (23 members)

d. The voting members who cannot be present at a meeting may designate a proxy.  The proxy must be in written form and contain the Board member’s signature.  This proxy must be presented to the State Chairman before the call to order of the meeting and gives the person holding the proxy voting rights for that meeting only.

ARTICLE 5: STATE ELECTIONS FOR STATE BOARD MEMBERS

a. Elections for the following positions shall be held at the Fall meeting each year:  State Chairman, State Secretary, State Treasurer, State Open director, State Junior Director, State Cadet Director, State Kids Director, State Coach, State Mat Officials Director, State Pairing Director, Cultural Exchange Director, State Membership Director, Legal Representative, State Media Representative, State Women’s Director, and State Fund Raising Director. All of the foregoing shall serve for a period of one year.

b. Elections are to be held prior to start of New Business.

c. Votes are cast by secret ballot.

d. Nominations for all elected positions should be given to the State Chairman prior to the elections so the Chairman can coordinate the election process.  Nominations can be made from the floor.

e. The election of the positions of State Mat Officials Director and State Pairings Officials Director shall be by the members of their respective Divisions of the NY-USWOA.

ARTICLE 6: ELECTIONS FOR SECTIONAL CHAIRMAN, SECTIONAL KIDS DIRECTORS, SECTIONAL CADET/JUNIOR DIRECTORS, STATE MAT OFFICIALS’ DIRECTOR, AND STATE PAIRINGS OFFICIALS’ DIRECTOR

a. The following State Board members are to be elected by the current year clubs chartered within the respective sections of the state:  Sectional Chairman, Sectional Kids Director and the Sectional Cadet/Junior Director.

b. Each chartered club shall have one vote by the Club Director or designated proxy.

c. There shall be an annual meeting in the section at which time the aforementioned elections shall take place.  This meeting is to be held at least 30 days prior to the Fall State Board meeting.

d. If the aforementioned elections are not held, the State Chairman may appoint someone until the Section can hold the required elections.

e. The following State Board members are to be elected by the members of their respective associations:  State Mat Officials’ Director and State Pairing Officials’ Director.

1. Such elections shall take place at a time and place and by such means as determined by the members of NY-USWOA, but such election must be held at least thirty (30) days prior to the annual Fall Meeting of the Board of Directors of NY-USA Wrestling.

2. Results of these elections are to be made known to the State Chairman and the State Secretary as soon as possible after the elections.  All communications relative to the Fall Board Meeting will be made to those individuals so selected.

3. Should the NY-USWOA fail to hold elections as proscribed prior to the Fall State Board Meeting, the State Chairman shall appoint a person to the unfilled position until such time as an election is held.  Such election must be held not later than sixty (60) days after the Fall State Board Meeting.

ARTICLE 7:  CONFLICT OF POSITIONS

a. The State Chairman, State Treasurer, and the State Membership Director must be three different people.

ARTICLE 8:  VACATED BOARD POSITION

The State Chairman will appoint someone to a vacated position until the next Board meeting where the Board can vote a candidate to office.  In the event the State Chairman position is vacated, the Vice Chairman will assume the duties as State Chairman.

SECTION III

ARTICLE 1:  DUTIES OF THE STATE CHAIRMAN

a. Carry out the will of the Board between Board meetings.

b. Keep all factions of the State working together.

c. General administration of all wrestling that involves USA Wrestling.

d. Provide leadership for all State Programs.

e. Act as liaison between the Executive Board and National Office.

f. Oversee scheduling (calendar of all State events).

g. Oversee State awards.

h. Oversee State exchanges.

i. Oversee all State projects.

j. Oversee finance personnel.

k. Oversee the mailing of all State flyers and information.

l. Oversee the keeping of the State By-Laws up-to-date in accordance with all governing policies.

m. Overall troubleshooter.

n. Act as liaison to USA Wrestling and all other wrestling organizations.

o. Act as USA Marketing Representative with all clubs and Sections.

p. Following the Board elections, designate a Vice Chairman.  The Vice Chairman to act in the absence of the Chairman or at other designated times.

q. Maintain and keep records of all funds received and disbursed by office of Chairman and render an end of the year financial statement to the Board at the Fall Board meeting.

r. Act as liaison for all National events held in New York State.

s. Ensure that the NY-USA Wrestling Board is properly represented at all events of interest to the organization.

t. Appoint all committees unless otherwise provided for by the NY-USA Wrestling By-Laws.

ARTICLE 2:  DUTIES OF THE STATE SECRETARY

a. Recording of minutes at Board Meetings and distribution of same to all Board members.

b. Compile, record and disseminate all information and correspondence of the organization in a timely fashion.

ARTICLE 3:  DUTIES OF THE STATE TREASURER

a. Maintain and keep records of funds received by and disbursed by New York/USA Wrestling, Inc.

b. Render a current financial statement at all Board Meetings.

c. Maintain and keep records of all funds received and disbursed by him/her and render a fiscal year ending financial statement (FY is September 1 thru the following August 31) to the Board at the Fall Meeting.

d. File all State and Federal Tax forms as required.

e. Act as chairman of the budget committee for the purpose of producing the new fiscal year budget for approval at the Fall meeting.

f. Reimburse funds for operating expenses to Board members with valid receipts in a timely fashion.

ARTICLE 4:  DUTIES OF THE STATE MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR

a. Act as a financial check on all members, clubs and coaches in the State.

b. Keep an accurate record of all members, coaches, and clubs in the State.

c. Responsible for sending all National membership fees to National office with the exception of mat and pairing officials.

d. Maintain and keep records of all funds received and disbursed by him/her and send monthly reports to the Treasurer for distribution of funds to appropriate State accounts.  Render an end of fiscal year membership financial statement to the Board at the Fall Meeting.

e. In accordance with Board policies, the Membership Director has the right to return all funds and membership registrations improperly submitted (i.e., improper sums of money).

f. Process all event sanction forms.

g. Compile sanctions into a calendar which will include all pertinent NYS, Regional and National events.  This calendar shall be published and periodically updated as sanction forms are received.  This calendar shall be distributed to the Executive Board and any other interested party that requests a copy. 

h. The membership Director and the State Chairman, acting together, reserve the right to relieve any sectional membership person that is jeopardizing the State’s membership process, legally or financially.  The Membership Director may appoint another person to take care of the Section’s membership process until the Sectional Chair can fill this position.

ARTICLE 5:  DUTIES OF THE OPEN DIRECTOR

a. Work with the Cultural Exchange Director to coordinate activities, and exchanges regarding Open competition.

b. Communicate to all wrestlers the Regional, National and International schedule of Open competition.

c. Encourage Open wrestlers to work with younger age groups as coaches and officials and to assist in putting on clinics to improve NYS wrestling.

d. Responsible for a year-end financial report at the Fall Meeting.

e. Responsible for developing a State calendar of Open Tournaments and Open State Championships.
ARTICLE 6:  DUTIES OF THE CULTURAL EXCHANGE DIRECTOR

a. Work with the Sectional Chairmen and Directors of all respective age groups of NY/USA Wrestling, Inc. regarding all exchanges in or out of State.

b. Responsible for financial statements, necessary paperwork (applications, sanctions, etc.) and any other item necessary for cultural exchanges in or out of New York.

c. Coordinate and develop activities for a State Cultural Exchange Program, which will involve all areas of the State and not be restricted to selected areas.

d. Work with each Section to establish a cultural exchange program.

e. Responsible for a year-end financial report to the Board at the Fall Meeting.

ARTICLE 7:  DUTIES OF THE LEGAL REPRESENTATIVE

a. Assist the State Organization in all legal and/or ethical matters.

b. Further enhance the professionalism of the State Organization.

ARTICLE 8:  DUTIES OF THE STATE MEDIA REPRESENTATIVE

a. Be responsible for media relations for the Board.

b. Responsible for placing advertisements in appropriate publications.

ARTICLE 9:  DUTIES OF THE STATE OFFICIALS DIRECTOR

a. Provide a medium of communication to/for officials.

b. Coordinate and supervise the necessary mat officials for State Tournaments.

c. Attend the USA National Convention or appoint someone to act in his/her place.

d. Conduct or assign another mat official to conduct State clinics and give necessary tests to officials.

e. Keep an activity record of all State Officials and present a yearly report on their development.

f. Promote the activity of officials at all levels of wrestling.  This includes local, State, Regional, National and International events.

g. Act as liaison between USWOA and State mat officials.

h. Maintain and keep records of all funds received and disbursed by him/her and render a fiscal year end financial statement to the Board at the Fall Meeting.

i. Select Mat Officials for State Teams at National events based on qualifying requirements established by NYS Mat Officials.  Make requirements known to all state Mat Officials.

ARTICLE 10:  DUTIES OF THE STATE PAIRING DIRECTOR

a. Coordinate and supervise the necessary pairing officials for the State Tournaments.

b. Act as a liaison between USWOA and State pairing officials.

c. Organize and conduct pairing clinics throughout the State.

d. Responsible for the pairing operations of all State Championships.  Act as Head Pairer or assign another Head Pairing Official.

e. Attend the NE Regionals (Kids/Cadets and Juniors) and the National Convention or appoint someone to act in his/her place.

f. Aid in developing pairing policy for tournaments throughout the State at all levels.

g. Keep an activity record of all State pairing officials and present a report on their development.

h. Maintain record of points for the Grand Championship Ring Series.  Announce the winner at the Fall Board Meeting.

i. Select Pairing Officials for the State Teams at National events based on qualifying requirements. Make requirements known to all State pairing officials.

ARTICLE 11:  DUTIES OF THE STATE KIDS DIRECTOR

a. Work with the State Chairman to develop and organize age group programs listed by National governing office for Kids Division.

b. Develop State Qualifiers with guidance from Sectional Chairman and Sectional Kids Directors.

c. Communicate to all Sectional Kids Directors on any activities regarding the Kids Division.

d. Attend the USAW Northeast Regional Kids Tournament.

e. Act as part of the Tournament committee for the State Kids Championships.  This committee will consist of the Kids Director, the State Pairing Director and 2 At-Large representatives.  The At-Large members should have 1 representative from the “East” and 1 from the “West”.

f. Give a year-end report (financial and statistical) on the Kids State Championships.

g. Make every effort to be in attendance at all National Conventions, with special emphasis on the Kids/Cadet National Convention.

h. Maintain and keep records of all funds received and disbursed by him/her and render a fiscal year end financial statement to the Board at the Fall Meeting.

ARTICLE 12:  DUTIES OF THE STATE CADET DIRECTOR

a. Work with the State Chairman to develop and organize age group programs listed by National  office for Kids/Cadet Division.

b. Develop State Qualifiers with guidance from Sectional Chairmen and Sectional Cadet/Junior Directors.

c. Communicate to all Sectional Directors on any activities regarding the Cadet Division.

d. Attend the USAW Northeast Regional Kids/Cadet Tournament.

e. Act as part of the Tournament committee for the State Cadet Championships.  This committee will consist of the Cadet Director, the State Pairing Director and 2 At-Large representatives.  

f. Give a year-end report (financial and statistical) on the Cadet State Championships.

g. Make every effort to be in attendance at all National Conventions, with special emphasis on the Kids/Cadets National Convention.

h. Maintain and keep records of all funds received and disbursed by him/her and render a fiscal year end financial statement to the Board at the Fall Meeting.

ARTICLE 13:  DUTIES OF THE STATE JUNIOR DIRECTOR

a. Communicate to all Sectional Directors on any and all activities regarding the Junior Division.

b. Act as Tournament Director, Coordinator, Supervisor of Junior State Championship (qualifier for National competition) and to be in attendance at the tournament.  Responsible for compiling a list as provided by Sectional Chairmen of all qualifying wrestlers for the State Championships.

c. Develop activities to promote Junior competition in and out of State.

d. Work with the State Coach to coordinate and develop activities for the Junior National Team.

e. Maintain and keep records of all funds received and disbursed by him/her and render a fiscal year end financial statement to the Board at the Fall Meeting.

f. Present a financial statement for the State Junior Tournament and remit funds to the State Treasurer.

g. Responsible for purchasing and delivering the Grand Championship ring to the winner each year.

ARTICLE 14: DUTIES OF THE SECTIONAL CHAIRMEN, SECTIONAL JUNIOR DIRECTORS, AND SECTIONAL KIDS DIRECTORS

a. Be a major source of communications at the Sectional/State levels.

b. Develop the various age group programs within their respective sections.

c. Attend to (personally or designated representative) the registration of membership at local events.

d. Assist the Sectional Officials Director to recruit the necessary officials for scheduled tournaments.  Hold and coordinate local rules clinics.

e. Assist local clubs or civic groups in establishing, organizing, and maintaining tournaments, which should be used as State qualifiers where applicable.

f. Recruit adults to assist in programs and activities of the Board.

g. Responsible for a year-end financial and statistical statement concerning tournaments, memberships and special events in their respective sections.

h. Provide the State Membership Director with a year-end audit of membership sold within their section.  Return all unsold cards for wrestlers, coaches, and general membership to the Membership Director.  Provide the annual amount of $50 for the Officials fund.  All of these matters are to be resolved prior to August 1st each year.

i. Send qualifying results to the State Junior, Cadet, and Kids Directors.

j. Sectional Chairman to be financially responsible for distribution of all memberships and sanctions in his/her section.  The Sectional Chairman is obligated to follow criteria for submission of membership and sanctions to the State Membership Director in accordance with the State and National Office’s guidelines for time requirements.

k. Ensure that mat officials and pairing officials represent each section according to the policy manual, Section I, Article 2, Paragraph I, at all New York State Championship Tournaments.

ARTICLE 14: DUTIES OF THE STATE COACH

a. Communicate with all levels of coaches within the State.

b. Serve as chairman of the Coaches Selection Committee for State Teams and assist in selection of staff and camps.

c. Promote State Coaches’ Association.

d. Recommend candidates for the coaching staff positions to the Selection Committee.

e. Attend all State camps, and the Cadet and Junior National tournaments.

f. Promote all levels (Copper, Bronze, Silver, Gold) of the National Coaches Education Program (NCEP) in New York for members of the State Coaches Association.

g. Coordinate, develop, and distribute technique films and/or other materials for wrestlers and coaches.  Organize technique clinics throughout New York State.

SECTION IV

ARTICLE 1: MAT OFFICIALS AND PAIRERS 

a. All mat and pairing officials shall be governed by the rules and guidelines set by the United States Wrestling Officials Association (USWOA) and New York – USA Wrestling.

b. All mat and pairing officials must be current members of the USWOA.

c. All mat and pairing officials shall be represented on the Board of Directors of New York – USA Wrestling by the State Mat Official and State Pairings Official respectively.  These representatives shall be elected from and by the members of their respective division of NY-USWOA in accordance with Section II, articles 5 and 6 of these By-Laws.

SECTION V

ARTICLE 1: CONDUCT OF MEMBERSHIP

a. GENERAL – All members, officers, officials, directors, coaches, wrestlers, and others are responsible for their conduct at all functions which are associated with the organization and the National Governing Body for the sport of wrestling.

b. COMPLAINT PROCESS – Complaints against any person involved with NY-USA Wrestling who has acted in an unruly and unbecoming manner shall be forwarded to the State Chairman and the appropriate Director.

ARTICLE 2:  NEW YORK-USA WRESTLING STATE RESOLUTION COMMITTEE & PROCEDURES

a. PURPOSE – To resolve foreseen and unforeseen problems by relying on a committee rather than one person making decisions.  This committee will handle all formal grievances, policy changes, athlete infractions, and other problems that occur between NY-USA Wrestling Executive Board Meetings.

b. COMPOSITION – The Resolution Committee shall include the State Chairman, State Treasurer, State Coach, State Mat Director, and one member of the Board who best represents the age group or situation.  Should any of these committee members be involved in the grievance, they shall be replaced as required in the following order:  State Secretary, State Membership Director, State Pairing Director, State Cultural Exchange Director, any other Board member as selected by the State Chairman.  If the State Chairman is involved, the Vice Chairman automatically replaces him/her.

c. POLICY CHANGES – Will be handled in a timely manner by the resolution committee.  All decision shall be mailed to the entire Board and to any person or persons so affected by such policy change, by the State Chairman or designee.

d. INFRACTIONS – Will be acted on after a written compliant is submitted.  The Board will issue a decision in a timely manner which may include fines, sanctions, reprimands and other actions as deemed appropriate.  Athletes will be notified by mail.  Appeals received in writing will be acted on by the Executive Board at the next regular meeting.

e. GRIEVANCE – Any member of the Board may file a written grievance with the State Chairman in any matter within the cognizance of the Board and alleging a violation of any provision of the By-Laws.

f. TERMS – Any grievance shall be in writing, signed and shall allege the nature of the grievance and each claimed violation by referencing the specific document and section.  The grievance must specify how, when and where the alleged violation occurred.

g. REFERRAL OF GRIEVANCE – Upon receipt of a grievance, the Chairman of the resolution committee shall contact the other members of the committee within five (5) days of receipt of the grievance by telephone.  A written copy of the grievance shall be forwarded within ten (10) business days to all members of the committee.

h. RESOLUTION – The Chairman shall initiate a thorough investigation and deliberation of the facts regarding the alleged violation.  The Chairman shall ascertain the responses of the committee and formulate a proposed decision.  The committee members will vote on the proposed decision which shall become final if a majority of the committee members agree.  The decision shall be mailed to the party or parties involved and to the State Secretary in a timely manner after the committee has made their final decision.

i. APPEAL – If the party or parties filing the grievance is (are) not satisfied with the resolution of the issue by the method outlined in this Article, the party (parties) shall be entitled to be heard before the Executive Board at their next meeting.  The resolution provided by the Executive Board shall be considered final.

j. NOTIFICATION OF DECISION – the decision and any sanctions against the accused shall be written and mailed to all parties involved and to each member of the resolution committee in a timely manner.

k. ATHLETE INFRACTIONS – Wrestlers who commit to competing with a New York State National Team and then do not fulfill their obligations are subject to a sanction.  The sanction will be prohibition from representing New York State at National events for one year.  This includes Regional and State Tournaments.  Appeals to this sanction will be heard by the resolution committee.  The wrestler that made verbal commitment and then failed to complete his/her obligations will be barred from competing in New York State and will not be sold a USAW card until the matter is resolved by the resolution committee.  The names of any athlete sanctioned for the above infractions, will be mailed by the Chairman, to the State Membership Director and Sectional Chairman of the athlete.

SECTION VI

ARTICLE 1:  REIMBURSEMENT TO BOARD MEMBERS

a. Personal funds used by Board members on State Operating budgets are subject to reimbursement up to their budgeted allowances.  These reimbursable expenses are as listed:

1. Telephone

2. Postage

3. Officials fund

4. Bank Service Charges

5. Clerical compensation

6. Office supplies and copies (receipt must state items)

7. Donations to wrestlers on State Teams; wrestler’s name must be on cancelled check to be reimbursed or prearranged agreement with State Treasurer.

8. Lodging expenses at State Board meetings, as well as mileage expenses to and from these meetings (in accordance with IRS guidelines).

9. Financial and legal assistance for State Office.

10. State approved clinics, promotional tapes, and advertisement to promote officiating (mat/pairing) and wrestling techniques.

11. Other legitimate expenses required to carry out the duties of the respective position.
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